
Portable Fire Extinguishers 

The Fire Marshal should be contacted for the exact location of fire extinguishers. 
Placement of Fire Extinguishers 
 Fire extinguishers shall not be obstructed or obscured from view.  In large rooms, and in certain lo-

cations where visual obstruction cannot be completely avoided, means shall be provided to indicate 
the fire extinguisher’s location.  

 Fire extinguishers shall be conspicuously located along normal paths of travel where they will be 
readily accessible and immediately available in the event of a fire.  

 Uniformly distributed (throughout structure) 
 Free from blockage by storage and equipment 
 Protected from potential accidental or malicious damage 
 Portable extinguishers shall be maintained in a fully charged and operable condition, and kept in 

their designated places at all times when they are not being used.  Fire extinguishers having a 
gross weight not exceeding 40 lbs (18.14kg) shall be installed so that the top of the fire extinguisher 
is not more than 5 ft. (1.53m) above the floor. Fire extinguishers having a gross weight greater than 
40 lbs. (18.14kg) (except wheeled types) shall be so installed that the top of the fire extinguisher is 
not more than 3-1/2 ft. (1.07 m) above the floor. In no case shall the clearance between the bottom 
of the extinguisher and the floor be less than 4 in. (10.2 cm).  

Do I need a Fire Extinguisher in my business? 

The Marble Falls Fire Code, regulating fire extinguisher requirements varies with the 
different type of hazard classification of the building. A general rule for a commercial 
building, with no special hazard classification, is an extinguisher with a 2A:10BC rating 
placed within 75 feet travel distance to all areas. (see table on back of sheet) 

In apartments and all commercial buildings, fire extinguishers are required to be serviced 
by a licensed company once a year  

How often should a fire extinguisher be serviced? 

Where do I put my Fire Extinguisher? 

Where can I purchase new portable fire extinguishers? 

You can purchase them at a wide variety of retail stores, including most hardware stores. 
Another option would be to purchase them from a company engaged in the business of servicing port-
able fire extinguishers. These servicing companies are licensed by the Texas Department of Insurance.  

You should keep the following in mind: 
 All fire extinguishers should be "listed" and "labeled" by an independent testing laboratory such as 

FM (Factory Mutual) or UL (Underwriters Laboratories). The identification mark of the listing and 
labeling company should be on each fire extinguisher. 

 The date of manufacture should be the same year as purchased. 
 The minimum acceptable rating is a 2A10BC any rating above this is ok such as a 3A40BC. 
 The fire extinguisher should have a metal top instead of plastic.  Plastic is acceptable but does not 

last as long and sometimes require more service. 

What should I look for when purchasing new portable fire extinguishers? 



Extinguishers shall be Underwrit-
ers Laboratories Listed. Occu-

pancy Type  

Minimum Extinguisher Size  Maximum Area Per Extinguisher/ 

Office, church classroom, etc.  2A10BC  3,000 sq. ft. /75 ft.  

High-rise Office Buildings  2A10BC  *mounted in common Buildings 
corridors and exit ways with maxi-
mum travel distance in corridor of 

75 ft.   

Retail non-combustible storage, etc.  2A10BC  3,000 sq. ft. /75 ft.  

service stations  4A40BC  3,000 sq. ft. /50 ft.  

warehouses with combustible stor-
age  

4A40BC  3,000 sq. ft. /75 ft.  

storage or processes utilizing flam-
mable/ combustible liquids  

4A40BC  1,000 sq. ft. /30 ft.  

restaurant kitchens  “K”  1,000 sq. ft. /30 ft.  
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