
STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF BURNET

CITY OF MARBLE FALLS

On this the 2nd day of August, 2016 the Council of the City of Marble Falls convened in regular session at 6:00 pm at the City Hall Council Chambers located at 800 Third Street, Marble Falls, Texas, with notice of meeting giving time, place, date, and subject having been posted as described in Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

PRESENT:


John Packer

Mayor 





Jane Marie Hurst
Mayor Pro-Tem




Rachel Austin-Cook
Councilmember




Craig Magerkurth
Councilmember





Ryan Nash

Councilmember





Reed Norman

Councilmember 




Richard Westerman
Councilmember


 
ABSENT:


None


STAFF:



Mike Hodge

City Manager




Caleb Kraenzel

Assistant City Manager




Patty Akers

City Attorney





Christina McDonald
City Secretary





Christian Fletcher
EDC Executive Director





Angel Alvarado
Human Resources Director




Eric Belaj

City Engineer





Margie Cardenas
Finance Director





Mark Whitacre
Chief of Police





Russell Sander

Fire Chief





Chelsea Seiter-Weatherford
GIS Analyst 




Perry Malkemus
Director of Public Works
VISITORS:  Glynis Smith (The Highlander), Steve Kallman (SD Kallman Engineering), Brian Shirley (CIP and CPAC Committee), Mark Mayfield (Marble Falls Housing Authority), Larson Lloyd (Northland Communications), Greg Mills, Steve Reitz and William Haddock (Planning and Zoning Commission), Charles Watkins (Parks and Recreation Commissioner and CPAC Committee), Mary Ann Raesener (Mayor City of Marble Falls), Scott Streit (First Capital Bank), Mark Hodges (EDC), Matt Bucchin and Christian Lentz (Halff Assoc.)
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ANNOUNCE QUORUM IS PRESENT.  Mayor Packer called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm and announced the presence of a quorum.
2. INVOCATION.  Councilmember Norman gave the invocation.
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AND TO THE TEXAS FLAG.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hurst led the pledges.
4. UPDATES, PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS
· Update from the Marble Falls Housing Authority.  Mark Mayfield, Director gave the update.
· Update from Northland Communications. Larson Lloyd, General Manager gave the update.
· Presentation of 2015-2016 Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee Service Awards. Mayor John Packer presented recognition awards to the CPAC Committee members present and thanked them for their service.
5. CITIZEN COMMENTS.  There were no citizen comments.
6. CONSENT AGENDA.  
(a) Approval of the minutes of the July 19, 2016 regular meeting. 
(b) Approval of a Contract for Election Services between the City of Marble Falls and the Burnet County Elections Administrator for elections from July 2016 to August 2017.  

(c) Approval of a Joint Election Agreement with Burnet County for elections from July 2016 to August 2017.  
(d) Approval of Ordinance 2016-O-08B ordering a Special Election on November 8, 2016 to submit to the voters proposed amendments to the City of Marble Falls Charter.  
Councilmember Westerman made a motion to approve the consent agenda which was seconded by Councilmember Austin-Cook and carried by a unanimous vote (7-0).
7. REGULAR AGENDA.  
(a) Discussion regarding light pollution and protection of the night sky.  Assistant City Manager Caleb Kraenzel gave a presentation on light pollution and protection of the night sky.  Mayor John Packer stated he requested this item be placed on the agenda for discussion.  Mayor Packer stated that his goal is to control night sky lighting (focusing on commercial development), however he does not wish to overregulate.  Mayor Packer stated he was not necessarily interested in becoming Dark Sky certified, however he would like to see night sky lighting encouraged.  Council agreed that the following guidelines should be incorporated into the land use regulations:

· No light spill over

· Shielding of light source

· LED Technology

· 11:00 pm light shut off time

After much discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Hurst stated that the item could be revisited at the time the Land Use Regulations are reviewed.  No action was taken.
(b)  Public Hearing, Discussion and First Reading of Ordinance 2016-O-08A zoning for traffic and rate of speed on SH-71 in the city limits of the City of Marble Falls; defining speeding and fixing a penalty therefore; declaring what may be a sufficient complaint in prosecutions hereunder; with a saving  clause repealing conflicting laws and declaring an emergency.  Eric Belaj, City Engineer addressed Council.  Mayor Packer opened the public hearing.  Mr. Belaj stated that approval of the ordinance is scheduled for the August 16 Council Meeting.  There being no further discussion, Mayor Packer closed the public hearing and read the caption of the ordinance.  No action was taken.  First reading only.
(c)  Discussion and Action regarding approval of the design contract between the City of Marble Falls and S.D. Kallman, LP for Phase 4 of the Water Treatment Plant Expansion project.  Eric Belaj, City Engineer addressed Council.  Steve Kallman was present.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hurst made a motion to approve the contract for design of Phase 4 of the Water Treatment Plant Expansion as presented.  Councilmember Westerman seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 7-0.
(d)  Discussion and Action on setting the proposed tax rate for FY 2016/2017 and setting dates for public hearings if necessary.   Margie Cardenas, Finance Director addressed Council.  Councilmember Nash made a motion to approve the current tax rate of .6483 (I&S .4157 and M&O .2326) for FY 2016/2017.  Councilmember Nash seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a vote of 7-0.
(e) Discussion and Possible Action regarding Highway 281 traffic signals.  Mike Hodge, City Manager addressed Council regarding the traffic flow on US Highway 281 and the placement of traffic signals.  City Manager Hodge stated that the Traffic Control Committee recently reviewed this item and has recommended a study to consider the removal of the signal at Seventh Street and Highway 281.  It was noted that TXDOT requires a letter from the City Council in order to do a study to confirm removal of the traffic signal is warranted.  If the study warrants removal, the item will be brought back to Council for approval prior to removal of the traffic signal. Councilmember Westerman made a motion to direct staff to write a letter to TxDOT requesting the removal of the traffic signal at Seventh Street and US Highway 281.  Councilmember Nash seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote (7-0).
8. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.  City Manager Mike Hodge gave a brief presentation on water/wastewater rate increases and the City’s financial health.
7:30 pm Mayor Packer called for a recess.

7:32 pm Mayor Packer called the meeting back to order.
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION
CLOSE OPEN SESSION AND CONVENE EXECUTIVE SESSION Pursuant to §551.071 (Private Consultation between the Council and its Attorney), Pursuant to §551.087 (Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Negotiations), and Pursuant to §551.072 (Deliberation Regarding the Purchase, Exchange, Lease or Value of Real Property) of the Open Meetings Act. Tex. Gov’t Code, Council will meet in Executive Session to discuss the following:
· Discussion regarding economic development projects associated with development of EDC owned and City owned property, including public right-of-way and easements.

7:32 pm Convened to Executive Session

8:04 pm Returned to Open Session

10. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION RESULTING FROM ITEMS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION.  There was no action resulting from executive session.
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS. The August 16 draft agenda was reviewed with Council.
12. ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business to discuss, Councilmember Austin-Cook made a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Magerkurth seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 pm.








John Packer, Mayor
ATTEST:

Christina McDonald, TRMC
August 2, 2016 Meeting
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